
“The SOAR frames have been the foundation for our current work in the district to transform our 
instructional practice. Not only do the frames provide us with common language and specific 
definitions of effective teaching practices, but they have also served as a detailed model for 
teachers, principals, and coaches. The frames have given our teachers specific strategies to 
implement and refine, which more actively engage students in their learning.” 

Ruben Reyes, Superintendent
Robla School District, Sacramento, CA 

“SOAR helped us to understand what disciplinary language is - what it looks like and sounds 
like in a classroom. SOAR supported teachers in planning and understanding language teaching 
practices, and supported coaches and administrators in observing, collecting evidence, and 
facilitating reflective conversations to improve delivery of instruction focused on student 
academic interactions. SOAR helped teachers shift in their thinking and truly understand what 
it means to be a teacher of language and literacy!”

Maricela Sánchez, Principal
Los Angeles Unified School District, Los Angeles, CA

“SOAR is a powerful tool that will help instructional coaches to be better observers and give 
stronger feedback to our teachers. The SOAR frames give us a common language for engaging 
in meaningful conversation around instruction, and the rubrics are a useful tool that will help 
teachers plan instruction as well as reflect on their practice. I believe that SOAR will positively 
impact teacher growth in a way that few models have.”  

Ivy Laney, Instructional Coach
Yuba City Unified School District, Yuba City, CA

“In our current political climate, it’s extremely important to help students learn to engage in 
civil discourse with others, and to research and read materials with a critical eye. The SOAR 
materials provide a clear road to teaching students critical thinking skills. We immediately 
incorporated it into our teacher-training course. It was mentioned by most participants as a 
very strong component of the class and they implemented it immediately in their classrooms.”

Florence Kabot, Instructor, IMPACT Intern Program
Tulare County Office of Education, Visalia, CA

“After taking the initial training on SOAR’s Disciplinary Discussions Frame, I wanted to see 
how it worked in a classroom setting. Esperanza Elementary School in Los Angeles was kind 
enough to allow me to spend a morning in their building. I was amazed when students as 
young as Kindergarten were engaged in discussions on a variety of topics. The consistent use 
of the frame across all grades was evident.  In depth discussions around Science, Math, and 
Language Arts at all levels were taking place in every classroom with students at all ELD levels. 
I’m very excited to begin this work in my district as soon as possible to support our ELs and 
their teachers”.

Dr. Ivonne Borrero, EL/SPED Supervisor
Boston Public Schools, Boston MA

The SOAR Teaching Frames® are based on a decade of research and help 
teachers, coaches, and administrators drive student learning by focusing 
on the most effective teaching practices aligned with the College and 
Career Readiness Standards. This manual is to be used in conjunction with 
a two-day Deep Dive designed to deepen understanding of the Disciplinary 
Discussions Teaching Frame.

soarpractices.org

SOAR 
Teaching Frames® for Literacy

DISCIPLINARY COMMUNICATION 
FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT FOR STUDENT TALK (FAST-DC)



Adapted from: O’Hara, S., Pritchard, R., and Pitta, D. (2021). Literacy 
Classrooms that SOAR: Strategic Observation and Reflection in the Elementary 
Grades. New York, NY. Teachers College Press

Instructional Tool: Formative Assessments of Student Talk—DC

This tool supports element 2, Provide written and/or oral feedback during 
lessons to promote disciplinary learning. Formative Assessments of Student Talk
—Disciplinary Communication, or FAST-DC (see Appendix E), pro-vides a three-
dimensional monitoring and evaluation tool that enables you to analyze oral 
communication. You can use the information derived from FAST-DC to provide 
students with in-depth, constructive feedback that will enhance their oral 
communication, academic language, and metacognitive strategies.

Why Use This Tool: FAST-DC contains three dimensions, each of which 
can be scored individually using a four-point rubric (Appendix E). The first 
dimension, Communicating Understanding, focuses on the 
clarity of the claim or idea being communicated, the extent to which it is 
effectively or-ganized and connected, and whether or not it is supported by 
evidence. The second dimension, Using Academic Language, focuses on which 
academic language features are used in the communication and on whether or 
not the discourse feature is used to communicate understanding. The third 
dimen-sion, Applying Metacognitive Strategies, focuses on whether or not 
students are monitoring their own interactions and, when needed, applying 
strategies appropriately and independently. 

When to Use This Tool: As mentioned above, FAST-DC is a tool that you 
can use when you want to monitor or evaluate oral communication and provide 
constructive feedback to students. You can use it effectively to as-sess all three 
dimensions or to focus on one dimension at a time, depending on your specific 
learning targets and your students’ needs.

How to Use This Tool: You can use FAST-DC to monitor oral commu-
nication in one of two ways. During a lesson in which students are en-gaged in 
disciplinary communication, you can listen to a student or pair of students for 
evidence of one or more dimensions and use that to provide in-the-moment 
guidance. You can also use FAST-DC to analyze a written transcript or recording 
of student communication and provide targeted feedback to help strengthen the 
next exchange. As with other one-on-one assessment tools, the more you use 
FAST-DC, the better you will be at analyzing oral communication and providing 
effective feedback to your stduents.
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