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Teaching Frames® for Literacy




Adapted from: O’Hara, S., Pritchard, R., and Pitta, D. (2021). Literacy
Classrooms that SOAR: Strategic Observation and Reflection in the Elementary
Grades. New York, NY. Teachers College Press

Instructional Tool: Formative Assessments of Student Talk—DC

This tool supports element 2, Provide written and/or oral feedback during
lessons to promote disciplinary learning. Formative Assessments of Student Talk
—Disciplinary Communication, or FAST-DC (see Appendix E), pro-vides a three-
dimensional monitoring and evaluation tool that enables you to analyze oral
communication. You can use the information derived from FAST-DC to provide
students with in-depth, constructive feedback that will enhance their oral
communication, academic language, and metacognitive strategies.

Why Use This Tool: FAST-DC contains three dimensions, each of which
can be scored individually using a four-point rubric (Appendix E). The first
dimension, Communicating Understanding, focuses on the
clarity of the claim or idea being communicated, the extent to which it is
effectively or-ganized and connected, and whether or not it is supported by
evidence. The second dimension, Using Academic Language, focuses on which
academic language features are used in the communication and on whether or
not the discourse feature is used to communicate understanding. The third
dimen-sion, Applying Metacognitive Strategies, focuses on whether or not
students are monitoring their own interactions and, when needed, applying
strategies appropriately and independently.

When to Use This Tool: As mentioned above, FAST-DC is a tool that you
can use when you want to monitor or evaluate oral communication and provide
constructive feedback to students. You can use it effectively to as-sess all three
dimensions or to focus on one dimension at a time, depending on your specific
learning targets and your students’ needs.

How to Use This Tool: You can use FAST-DC to monitor oral commu-
nication in one of two ways. During a lesson in which students are en-gaged in
disciplinary communication, you can listen to a student or pair of students for
evidence of one or more dimensions and use that to provide in-the-moment
guidance. You can also use FAST-DC to analyze a written transcript or recording
of student communication and provide targeted feedback to help strengthen the
next exchange. As with other one-on-one assessment tools, the more you use
FAST-DC, the better you will be at analyzing oral communication and providing
effective feedback to your stduents.
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